BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
retired, his antagonist took his revenge, as he thought, by
saying, lie has a most ungainly figure, and an affectation
of pomposity, unworthy of a man of genius.'
Johnson had not observed that I was in the room. I fol-
lowed him, however, and he agreed to meet me in the even-
ing at the Mitre. I called on him, and we went thither at
nine. We had a good supper, and port wine, of which he then
sometimes drank a bottle. The orthodox high-church sound
of the MITRE, - the figure and manner of the celebrated
SAMUEL JOHNSON, - the extraordinary power and pre-
cision of his conversation, and the pride arising from finding
myself admitted as his companion, produced a variety of
sensations, and a pleasing elevation of mind beyond what I
had ever before experienced.
Finding him in a placid humour, and wishing to avail my-
self of the opportunity which I fortunately had of consulting
a sage, to hear whose wisdom, I conceived in the ardour of
youthful imagination, that men filled with a noble enthusi-
asm for intellectual improvement would gladly have resorted
from distant lands; -1 opened my mind to him ingenuously,
and gave him a little sketch of my life, to which he was
pleased to listen with great attention.
I acknowledged, that though educated very strictly in the
principles of religion, I had for some time been misled into
a certain degree of infidelity; but that I was come now to a
better way of thinking, and was fully satisfied of the truth of
the Christian revelation, though I was not clear as to every
point considered to be orthodox. Being at all times a curious
examiner of the human mind, and pleased with an undis-
guised display of what had passed in it, he called to me with
warmth, 'Give me your hand; I have taken a liking to you.'
He then began to descant upon the force of testimony, and
the little we could know of final causes; so that the objec-
tions of, why was it so? or why was it not so? ought not to
disturb us : adding, that he himself had at one period been
guilty of a temporary neglect of religion, but that it was not
the result of argument, but mere absence of thought.
After having given credit to reports of his bigotry, I was
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